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Toba Stories Art Project:
AmaDivers and Design
Activity between

Joshibi University and
Ama Divers of Toba City.

Jan 26 [Sun] - Mar 23 [Sun], 2025
Toba Sea-Folk Museum Gallery

Photos: 1. OHNO Aiko 2. SAKAMOTO Hakubun
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1. BIRETOBLINE
Ama Hut in ljika
2. EREOEETVE

Ama Hut for Tourists in Osatsu
3. 8UNERRE

Ama Demonstration
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HAN YunXi (Environmental Desigr)
MIYAZAKT Moe (Environmental Design)
MUKAI Uta (Environmental Design}

LI XueQi (Environmental Design)

LI ZhuQing (Environmental Design}
YAMAZAKI Hana (Visual Design)
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ZHANG JingYue (Art and Culture)
Linda DENNIS (nternational Art and Culture)
HASEGAWA Misuzu (Art and Culture)

THAZ « TSR TUa7INTHFAUER,
RETTIVER, ITEER
XL EREAIEEIR

TFEMARTOTIIIMEY :
BBTYUER  SORT (D). S EE)
EFFERUEER* 1 U8 - TR (308

B - HASFPIFRE  SBRT P

Joshibi University Project Faculty:

Concentration in Environmental Design: YOSHIDA Takako (Professor),
MIYAZAKI Moe (Research Asslstant)

Concentratlon in International Arts and Culture*: Linda DENNIS (Professor)
Department of Liberal Arts and Interdisciplinary Education: IWATA Yasuko
(Research Assistant)
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Fieldwork Meeting
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Student Presentation
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Artwork Making
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Toba Stories Art Project: Ama Divers and Design
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A collaborative exhibition of design artworks and written text by
students and faculty of Joshibi University of Art and Design.

This is the fourth Toba Stories Art Project. It aims to bring people “in
touch” with ama diver culture through the power of design. The tradi-
tion of ama divers, predominantly women who free dive, goes back
more than 2000 years, and Toba city has the largest number of ama
divers in Japan. However, the population is decreasing, so it is our
hope to bring inspiration to our students through connecting with this
strong women-led tradition and spread knowledge to a wide audience
through an exhibition and book documenting our activities.

The exhibited artworks are inspired by fieldwork conducted in October
2024, when Joshibi University faculty and students studying design,
and art & culture spent 5 days in Toba city. They did ocean related
studies and met with ama divers to listen to their stories and gain
firsthand experience of their lifestyle. Their research included visits to
an actual ama hut in ljika, a tourism related ama hut in Osatsu, and an
ama diving demonstration held at Mikimoto Pearl Island.

After returning to the Joshibi campus, in addition to making individual
artworks, students engaged in groupwork to make design proposals
for displays to introduce ama diver culture to people in Japan and
around the world.

Texts by Joshibi’ s art and culture students and others are included in
the exhibition and book to give additional insights.

BEA XV Fure)

k=S - ARV

2025 £ 18268 (H)11:00-12:00
RADHIRAAN -

20254 3 8 3 (£)13:00-14:00

BOIEYIE

¥ 10BA SEA-FOLK
MUSEUM

Related Events (No reservation required)
Opening Event: 11am - 12pm, Jan 26 (Sun), 2025

BOEYE  http://www.umihaku.com/

Toba Sea-Folk Museum Gallery

1731-68 Ogitsu, Uramura-cho, Toba City,

Mie Prefecture, Japan

Inquiries TEL: 0599-32-6006

Access: Approx.20min. by taxi/

40min. by municipal Kamome bus from JR - Kintetsu Toba Stn.

Kintetsu Toba Line
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Book Launch Event: 1pm - 2pm Mar B (Sat), 2025

"REFNERSHTULEIR (IBRAXEER 2024 F4ASHES)

Department of Fine Arts, Concentration in International
Art and Culture (renamed in April 2024)



